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Shop Small Season has begun in Grundy 
County 

The holidays are here which means its Shop Small 
Season and the Grundy County Chamber reminds 
you the perfect gift for everyone on your list can be 
found right here in Grundy County.  
 
Throughout the county local retailers have already 
started their Holiday Open House events and Shop 
Small Season officially kicked off on Small Busi-
ness Saturday, Nov. 27. Numerous events are hap-
pening through the county to encourage keeping 
your dollars local for the holidays.  
 
“Our local business owners and their employees 
live and work here. When we invest in them by do-
ing business locally, they reinvest in our communi-
ties,” Grundy Chamber President & CEO Christina 
Van Yperen said. “Whatever you’re looking for, 
shop small. If you’re unsure where to find it, just ask 
a local business or reach out to the Chamber and 
we’ll help you.”   
 
For every $1 you spend in a small business, .67 
cents stays in our local community. About .44 cents 
goes to the small business owner and employee 
wages and benefits, and .23 cents is reinvested in 
other local businesses. That $1 creates an addition-
al .50 cents of local economic impact, according to 
SCORE.  
 
In order to drive shoppers to Shop Small this holi-
day season the Grundy County Chamber is hosting 
and supporting several events around the county.  
 
MDDP just wrapped up its annual Home for the 
Holidays event in Morris and the Morris Retail As-
sociation is about to have its annual Midnight in 
Morris shopping event Friday, Dec. 3 from 12 p.m. 
to 12 a.m.  For more details search Midnight in Mor-

ris on Facebook.  
 
New this year is the Channahon Minooka Chamber’s Eat, Drink, Shop, & Be Merry in Channahon & Minooka event. Grab a 
passport at any of the 20 participating Chamber member locations, get a stamp for every $10 you spend, fill your card and turn 
it in by Dec. 20 and win prizes for shopping local. See passport inserted in this newsletter for details.  
 
On Dec. 4 Shop, Dine, & Take an #ElfieSelfie in the Coal City and Diamond area for another opportunity to win prizes for 
shopping local. Search for the Elf in participating locations, take a selfie with him, show the cashier and earn a raffle ticket to 
win prizes. Each location will feature its own specials, treats, and incentives for extra raffle tickets. Locations are listed above 
in the graphic and on the Facebook event.  
  
Choosing the perfect gift can sometimes be hard to decide, so when all else fails you can still keep your gift local with a Grun-
dy County Chamber Gift Certificate. Chamber gift certificates can only be spent locally with chamber members and your mon-
ey goes right to the chamber member business. Pick one up at the Chamber’s Morris office, 909 Liberty Street, or pre-order 
online at grundychamber.com.  



From the President & CEO’s Desk 

Celebrating Anniversaries 

 

Congratulations to the following businesses  
celebrating a milestone: 

115 Years  
Morris Hospital & Healthcare Centers 
 
Please remember, to keep your information up to date we need your help. Contact the Cham-

ber (admin@grundychamber.com) with the date you opened your business. 

As we wrap up 2021 and anxiously await 2022 I’d like to 
share some Chamber save the dates with you. First mark 
your calendars for Family Fest 2022 which will return to its 
original month of February. This year it will be Saturday, Feb. 
19 at Minooka Community High School’s Central Campus, 
301 S. Wabena Ave., Minooka.  
 
The 2021 Family Fest was moved to summer time due to 
COVID requirements and although we know returning it to 
February for 2022 makes the events less than a year apart—
the need and excitement for this annual event is still there, 
especially since we are in Minooka this year. Annually Family 
Fest brings out around 1,500 families giving your business 
one-on-one time with people from in and around Grundy 
County, and providing brand recognition throughout the 
event and in advance promotional marketing. For more infor-
mation contact Amanda at 815-942-0113 or at Aman-
da@grundychamber.com.  
 
Please also save the date for the return of our Annual Dinner 
with the GEDC on Wednesday, March 9 at the Morris Coun-
try Club. Both of our organizations are excited to gather the 
business community once again to celebrate our thriving 
community. Award nomination forms will be out soon so be 
thinking of local businesses who had a notable 2021 to recog-
nize and nominate! 
 
The Chamber has a great 2022 year planned as we enter our 
75th year! Stay tuned for more details!  

Board of Directors: 
 

+John Adler, Secretary 
Aflac 
 
+Jaclyn Aldridge, Vice Chair 
Grundy Bank 
 
Angela Baumeister 
WCSJ / WJDK Radio 
 
Sarah Beach 
Village of Coal City/Sunshine 
Garden Center 
 
+Megan Borchers,  
Chairwoman 
LyondellBasell 
 
John Callahan 
UC Davis-Callahan Funeral 
Home 
 
+ Matt Fritz 
Village of Coal City  
 
+ *John Harrington,  
Treasurer 
Village of Minooka &  
CM Chamber Division Chair 
 
Chris Brown 
City of Morris  
 
Mike Petrick 
Village of Channahon 
 
Erin Murphy Frobish  
Morris Hospital & Healthcare 
Centers 
 
Nancy Norton 
GEDC 
 
Sara Peters 
Exelon-Dresden Station 
 
Josh Schroeder  
SPACECO, Inc. 
 
Steve Vanisko 
Shaw Media 
 
*Mary Rossio, Ambassador 
Chair 
Lightways 

+ Executive Committee  
* Appointed Position   

Chamber Staff: 
 

Amanda Hiller 
Membership Director 
amanda@grundychamber.com 
 
Kristal Nodland 
Administrative Assistant 
kristal@grundychamber.com 
 
Christina Van Yperen 
President & CEO  
director@grundychamber.com 
 
 

Chamber Ambassadors: 
 

John Adler 
AFLAC 
 
Angela Baumeister 
WCSJ / WJDK Radio 
 
Angela Lilek 
Morris National Bank & Trust 
 
Ashley Jurkas,  Secretary 
Heartland Bank 
 
Dayna Manegold 
SOCU 
 
Kaylea Mann  
First Midwest Bank 
 
Blaine Meadows 
Hudson Energy 
 
Christine Mendez 
Grundy Bank 
 
Dana Odegaard 
Fitness Premier—Minooka  
  
Denise Pankey 
Morris Downtown Development 
Partnership 
 
Mary Rossio, Chairwoman 
Lightways 
Angels of Hope  
 
Judi Tapella 
Mary Kay Cosmetics 
 
Julie Van Eck 
Manhoney, Silverman, & Cross 
 
 

Board of Directors and Staff 

Save the Date 
for Family 

Fest 2022!  
 

Saturday, Feb. 19 
Minooka  

Community High 
School 

301 S. Wabena Ave. 
Minooka  

 
Stay tuned for more info. Contact Amanda at 815-
942-0113 or at Amanda@grundychamber.com for 
sponsorship and participation information.  



Kevin and Tarra Orf are the new owners of Sweet Tooth in Morris. “I 
couldn’t be more excited about the opportunity to provide delicious 
treats, great service, and most importantly joy and goodwill to the 
Grundy County area,” said Kevin Orf said. Congrats and welcome 
Kevin and Tarra!  
 
The Grundy County Land Use Department is hosting its annual 
Gently Used Toys, Books, Games and DVD video collection event 
now through Dec. 10. People may donate at: Grundy County 
Administration Building – 1320 Union, Morris; Coal City Public 
Library – 85 N. Garfield, Coal City; Morris Public Library – 604 
Liberty, Morris; Minooka Three Rivers Library – 109 N. Wabena, 
Minooka; Channahon Three Rivers Library – 25207 W. Channahon 
Drive, Channahon; and Fossil Ridge Library – 386 W. Kennedy Road, 
Braidwood.  

2021 - What a Year! 

Member News & Briefs 

Welcome new members! 
 

Stoedter CPA, LLC               (815) 992-0668 
Minooka, IL 60447 
 
Stoedter CPA specializes in all your accounting, 
tax preparation, QuickBooks, payroll, and cash 
flow needs. 
 
 
 

Got news to share? Let us know at info@grundychamber.com 

Don’t forget new members, and all our mem-
bers, can accept Grundy County Chamber 
gift certificates! Chamber Gift Certificates 

are a great gift idea for those hard to buy for 
people on your list!  
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